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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BDIS, BTRA, TW 

SUBJECT: REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE FROM CHAIRMAN OF MANHATTAN 
INDUSTRIES : CONSTITUENT TRAVEL - SENATOR JAVITS 

REF: A) STATE 97369 B) STATE 96820 

1. LAURENCE LEEDS, JR. OF MANHATTAN INDUSTRIES MET WITH 
COMMATT APRIL 17 TO DISCUSS SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION 
OF FREE QUOTA FOR LADIES' BLOUSES PRODUCED BY GENERAL 
GARMENTS. 

2. ON APRIL 18 COMMATT RAISED THIS MATTER WITH H.K. SHAO, 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF BOARD OF FOREIGN TRADE. SUSPENSION 
OF FREE QUOTA FOR GENERAL GARMENTS WAS RESULT OF SERIOUS 
IRREGULARITIES IN BIDDING PROCEDURES FOR FREE QUOTA WHICH 
IS ADMINISTERED BY TAIWAN TEXTILE FEDERATION. H.K. SHAO 
AGREED THAT 22,200 DOZEN LADIES' BLOUSES OBTAINED IN 
FEB-MARCH BIDDING FOR FREE QUOTA COULD BE SHIPPED TO 
MANHATTAN. HOWEVER, NOTHING COULD BE DONE ABOUT PENDING 
ORDER OF 30,000 DOZEN LADIES' BLOUSES SCHEDULED TO BE 

BID ON BY GENERAL GARMENTS IN APRIL AND DELIVERED TO 
MANHATTAN IN SUMMER/FALL. FOR THIS TO BE DONE, THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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APRIL 1 SUSPENSION OF GENERAL GARMENTS RIGHT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING WOULD HAVE TO BE REVOKED BY THE 
BOFT AND SERIOUSNESS OF CHARGES AGAINST THE ROC COMPANY 
PRECLUDED ANY SUCH ACTION. H.K. SHAO SAID THAT GENERAL 
GARMENTS COULD STILL USE ITS BASIC QUOTA TO FULFILL THE 
30,000 DOZEN ORDER FROM MANHATTAN. 
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3. COMMATT INFORMED MR. LEEDS OF THESE DISCUSSIONS. 

ACCORDING TO LEEDS, GENERAL GARMENTS HAD ALREADY EXHAUSTED 
ITS BASIC QUOTA. WHILE MR. LEEDS WAS NOT ENTIRELY 

SATISFIED WITH THE RESULTS, HE CONCLUDED THAT MANHATTAN 
INDUSTRIES HAD GOTTEN "HALF OF THE LOAF". 

4. MR. LEEDS WAS ADVISED THAT EMBASSY WAS WILLING TO 
PURSUE MATTER FURTHER AND AT HIGHER LEVEL, ALTHOUGH THERE 
WAS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD THAT SUSPENSION COULD BE REVOKED. 

HE SAID HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH COMMATT IF FURTHER 
APPROACH NECESSARY. 

5. DOUGLAS HSU OF FAR EASTERN TEXTILES (LICENSEE OF 
MANHATTAN INDUSTRIES) WAS CONTACTED BY COMMATT ON APRIL 
25 AND VERIFICATION OBTAINED THAT NOTHING FURTHER WAS 
REQUIRED ON PART OF EMBASSY. UNGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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